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Purpose of Legislation

Across the country, Americans are seeing and experiencing the effects of the climate crisis in their communities
every day. Without swift and meaningful action, climate change will have even more devastating effects on our
economy, environment, public health and way of life. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other
federal agencies already have tools that can help our nation meet climate goals. This bill will provide EPA and
other federal agencies with direction from Congress so they can quickly implement policies that will put our
nation on a path toward a clean, healthy and fair economy.

The Clean Economy Act empowers the EPA to both set and move the country toward a national goal of net-
zero greenhouse gas emissions by no later than 2050. The Clean Economy Act also requires federal agencies to
implement policies that will help the United States meet the net-zero goal by 2050 AND boost American
competitiveness, promote healthier communities and foster a growing and fair economy.

Summary

» The Clean Economy Act directs EPA to use existing legal authorities to set and implement an
aggressive, yet achievable, greenhouse gas emission reduction plan.
EPA is required to -
e Establish a plan that will put the nation on a path to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by no
later than 2050;
e Set interim national greenhouse gas targets for 2025, 2030, and 2040; and,
e Start implementation of that plan within a year of enactment.

» The Clean Economy Act requires EPA in its net-zero plan to prioritize public health, lower costs,
economic growth, and support for a strong labor workforce and front line communities.
EPA’s net-zero by no later than 2050 plan must —

Achieve rapid emission reductions, based on the best available science, at minimal costs;

Protect and strengthen public health, safety, and livability in all communities;

Maximize the deployment of existing and emerging clean technologies;

Build upon existing State, local and private sector climate programs;

Prioritize infrastructure investments that are more resilient to a changing climate and built with

domestic labor, domestic content and prevailing wage standards; and,

e Address pollution and cumulative environmental effects in economically distressed communities,
communities of color, and indigenous communities.

» The Clean Economy Act also requires other federal agencies to implement policies that bolster the
ability of the United States to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and stay globally competitive through
investments in innovation, worker training, resiliency and strong labor standards.
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